Video Notes: America the Story of Us Episode 6 Cities
· 1885 New York City had a big problem. A gift arrived in 214 crates on Bedloe Island from France- the Statue of Liberty. The only catch was it needed to be assembled.
· Built in Paris and broken into 350 pieces it was the largest statute on Earth. The problem was that New York didn’t have the money required to assemble it. Six other cities were eager to give it a home.
· Joseph Pulitzer, who owned the New York World Newspaper (biggest in the world) Pulitzer began the largest fundraising campaign to keep the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor.

· More than 1-million people read Pulitzer’s newspapers each day. Rich and poor, east and west donated money. 121,000 donations were received. It was more than enough to keep the Statue of Liberty in New York.

· To hold a 150-feet statue the pedestal had to be an enormous concrete base.

· Next the iron skeleton had to be assembled. Then 60,000 pounds of hand sculpted copper outer shell had to be assembled. The job was difficult and dangerous so far off the ground. The scale of Liberty was unimaginable.
· The statute was designed by Gustav Eiffel and given to the U.S. as a gift to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
· It is said that the sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi modeled the face of Liberty on his own mother’s.
· It took over 25-years for the copper statue to oxidized and turn green. It operated as a lighthouse until 1902. Its official name was “Liberty Enlightening the World.”

· At the entrance of New York Harbor it welcomed millions and stood for freedom and liberty in America. It stood over America, a land of refugees- poor, homeless, unwanted.

· Ellis Island was the first stop for most Americans from Europe. Most immigrants came to America with nothing.

· America is a land of immigrants. Guide books tried to prepare new Americans through hard work and with goals in sight.

· Irish, Russians, Italians tended to settle in big cities. Germans went to the Midwest. Scandinavians went to farmland. 

· From 1880-1930 more than 24-million immigrants arrived in the U.S. A new era was about to begin.
· By the early 20th century megacities were bursting at the seams.
· Instead of moving outward- buildings started to be built vertically due to improvements in steel.

· In 1872 Andrew Carnegie was a Scottish millionaire. He looked forward to the future and revolutionized the way to make steel. Although steel had been around for thousands of years it was too expensive to be practical.

· Carnegie knew that steel was the only product strong enough to build buildings taller.

· An English bullet maker showed Carnegie a new method of making steel- the Bessemer Process.

· It included blasting hot air onto molten iron and burning off impurities. If Carnegie could figure out a way to mass produce it, it would revolutionize the world.

· Carnegie built the largest steel plant in the world- larger than 80-football fields.

· One major obstacle was the stock market crash and a major failure of the economy. Carnegie barely made it through.

· August 1875 Carnegie’s giant furnaces were ready to test. Inside each was 5-tons of molten metal (3,000˚) hot enough to vaporize a man in seconds.

· All sorts of products and building materials relied on the mass production of steel. The tests succeeded.

· Carnegie was the first person to mass produce steel and the prices dropped drastically. The output increased from a few thousand tons in 1860 to 11-million by 1900.
· Steel built American cities, railroads, and ships. Carnegie became one of America’s richest men.

· Pittsburgh tripled in size. Millions of tons of steel were transported across the country in trains.

· New York City was the extravagant city of the wealthy and financiers.

· In this Gilded Age land values were extremely high. There was only one place to build- up.

· By 1902 65 skyscrapers were being built in Manhattan. Workers “walked the steel” often hundreds of feet from the ground. Veterans were fixers and novices were snakes because working with them was difficult and could be deadly.

· The job was dangerous. A gust of wind could lead to death.

· The workers were called rough-necks. European immigrants and Mohawk Indians. They grew used to heights. Balancing so high up for 8-hours a day was difficult because they were paid well $4 per day (twice the average salary).

· 2 Rough Necks out of 5 die or get disabled on the job.

· In 1902 the Flatiron Building was a triangular building built at the intersection of three streets.

· Inside these great building the elevator was invented to bring people up to higher floors. Now the higher the floor- the higher the rent.

· Otis invented the first safe elevator. By 1900 the urban population increased 80%.

· American cities exploded in population but for many in 1890 crime and poverty were everywhere.
· Gangsters, murders, crime, and fear were everywhere. Guns were readily available and were used to commit crimes in cities more frequently.
· Chief Detective Inspector Thomas Burns was shrewd and very tough. He followed his own rules. His men called his methods the “Third Degree.” The first degree was persuasion, the second was intimidation, and the third was pain. He got what he wanted.

· In 4-years Burns claimed to have arrested 3,300 criminals. He solved the biggest heist of the 19th century ($3-million bank robbery). He might have been the best detective in New York City history.

· Tracking down criminals was not easy since there were few records kept. No identification cards, birth certificates, or licenses. Criminals just left town and were anonymous. Burns brought police work into a new age- mug shots of known criminals.

· The mug shots were distributed to police departments around the country. He also developed psychological profiles of criminals. It was an attempt to create a criminal registry.

· Crime was not the only problem in the cities. Slums reached epidemic proportions.

· Dozens of people were crammed into small one-room apartments and human waste emptied into the streets. Windowless tenements without working plumbing were common.

· The lower East Side was the most crowded place on Earth.

· Jacob Riis set out to document the terrible conditions of tenements and urban slums with his camera.

· He developed flash photography (explosive powder) so he could take photographs in the dark. He took some of the first photographs of slum life. He made a slide show and book- “How the Other Half Live” showing the wealthy people the filth and desperation of the urban poor. The book sold more than 28-million copies.
· Many tenements were torn down. Landlords were required to install indoor plumbing. Schools were required to build playgrounds. Riis started the effort to clean up the slums.
· Cities continued to grow.

· In New York City more than 40,000 died in one year due to filth.

· In 1895 the major cities were filled with filth. Animal waste, human waste, trash, and dead animal carcasses filled city streets.
· Wagons were commonly blocked by 3-foot high mounds of animal and human waste.

· Col. George Waring Jr. was a social reformer and sanitation engineer. He was the head of New York’s Sanitation Commission and had a mission to clean up the streets.

· 2,000 sanitation workers in white uniforms hit the streets.

· Garbage was recycled and organic waste was boiled into oil and grease. He became the first eco-warrior. His men cleaned 433-miles of street. Death rates declined and water quality improved. Waring saved the lives of thousands.

· These sanitation measures spread across America. 16-years later half of the cities in America had waste collection.

· By 1907 every large city in the nation had sewers and by 1909 there were 42,040-miles of sewer lines in America.

· The battle against filth, crime, and poverty had begun.

· Menlo Park New Jersey in 1879 Thomas Edison worked to invent the lightbulb. He and a team of men worked 24-hours per day and produced over 1,000 patents.
· Candles, gas, and kerosene still lit the night but Edison wanted to get a filament to burn lightly in a vacuum- the electric lightbulb.

· Edison locked himself in the lab for days and investors sunk $130,000 into his development of the lightbulb (millions of dollars today.

· He tried thousands of objects as filaments until he finally tried a piece of carbonized cardboard (which burned for 300-hours). It changed the way people lived forever.

· New Year’s Eve 1879 thousands of people flocked to Edison’s lab to show off his new invention.

· In just 2-years Edison built 5,000 power plants to power the new electric lights. Over the next 5-years he built 127,000 more. By 1902 18-million lightbulbs were in use.

· Sports, entertainment, factories, and stores could now operate at night. With electricity more people fled to the cities.

· By 1900 more than 4-million women were working in U.S. cities. Urban factories now produced 75% of all consumer products in the U.S. in large steel-framed buildings. The buildings had Otis elevators, Bell telephones, and Singer sewing machines.

· Packing so many people in tall buildings was a disaster waiting to happen: fire.
· The U.S. was pushing forward to the modern age and cities were popping up across the nation. 

· By 1909, Americans spent $23-billion per year on ready-made clothes. The latest fashions were available for sale.
· On March 25, 1911 at the Triangle Shirt Waste factory in New York City at 4:45 p.m. a fire broke out while 260 girls worked. A match or cigarette went into a scrap bin. A production manager grabbed one of three water pails but it kept burning.

· As people fled to the exit- it was too narrow for more than one person at a time to pass. It was designed that way so that bags could be checked for stolen fabric. The fire hose did not work.

· The only way to warn the upper floors of the fire was through the switchboard on the 10th floor. When the operator got the message she ran to get help and failed to warn the 9th floor. 160 workers were trapped inside.

· On the 9th floor the door was locked. The only escape routes left were the elevator and metal fire escape. The metal fire escape collapsed.

· More than 100 girls were left in the building. The fire department’s largest ladder was 30-feet too short.

· In desperation the girls began to jump from the 9th floor.

· At 5:15 p.m. the fire was over (less than 30-mintes) and 146 people died in the Triangle Shirt Factory fire. There was a trial but the owners were not found guilty.

· The fire remains the deadliest workplace disaster in New York City history until September 11, 2001.

· Some good resulted from the fire- new restrictions on safety to prevent this type of tragedy from happening again.

· Unions forced management to take responsibility for the safety of their workers. Safety codes went into effect that included doors opening outward, sprinkler systems, and alarms.
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